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ne reason for Texas’ vibrant housing market is its
O mobile population. Not surprisingly, real estate

professionals are interested in knowing how often
people move, because the more often people move, the more
they need the services of residential brokers and salespersons.

That big consumer poll called the U.S. Census does not
directly address this question, but it does collect information
that gets close to the issue. Specifically, the long version of the
questionnaire asks people when they moved into their current
homes. Those data reveal how long it has been since the
resident moved.

The typical Texan has lived in one place for less time than
the typical American household. Data from the 2000 Census
indicate that the median length of time a Texas homeowner
lived in a home was eight years and five months, compared
with nine years and six months for U.S. residents as a whole.

By Jack C. Harris

Homeowners

When Household Moved Percentage of All Homeowners

to Current Home Texas United States
2000 4.2 3.6
1995-1999 34.8 32.1
1990-1994 18.9 17.8
1980-1989 18.8 19.8
1970-1979 12.3 13.1
Before 1970 10.9 13.5

Source: U.S. Census Bureau

Renters

When Household Moved Percentage of All Renters

to Current Unit Texas United States
2000 25.4 20.1
1995-1999 59.4 57.6
1990-1994 9.0 11.1
1980-1989 4.5 7.1
1970-1979 1.1 2.6
Before 1970 0.6 1.6

Source: U.S. Census Bureau

For renters, the difference is not as great. The median length
of time Texas renters have spent in a unit is two years and
seven months; for the U.S., the median is three years and one
month. Note the significant difference between homeowners
and renters.

More than 4 percent of all Texas homeowners moved in
2000, the year the census was taken, and more than one-third
had moved since 1995. More than one-quarter of all Texas
renters had moved within the year.

The tables give a clearer picture of how long homeowners
and renters alike are ““staying put.” These percentages are based
on data from the 2000 Census of Population and Housing.

Dr. Harris (j-harris@tamu.edu) is a research economist with the Real Estate
Center at Texas A&M University.
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