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~ BRINGING BACK OUR GIVEN NAME

Real Estate Center + Texas + Research = Texas Real Estate
Research Center

The Center was officially created and named the Texas
Real Estate Research Center by an act of the state leg-
islature in 1971. In 1986, the Center’s name was unof-
ficially shortened to assist in marketing. The assumed
name, Real Estate Center, allowed the Center to assemble
cleaner marketing materials. Since then, however, the
operating environment has changed.

The Center is no longer the best kept secret in Texas, and
although we welcome the increased market exposure,
omitting the word “research” in our name has spawned
imitators and caused confusion. We often get calls about
listing or marketing real estate.

We are truly a research organization — in fact, the
premier applied research organization in our field. I
discovered the power of the use of the word research in
our name when I had to defend and nurture an ongoing
relationship that assures the Center’s rightful place of

HREAL
ESTATE
IC CENTER

1972 1982

prominence at Texas A&M University. The fact that our
official name had the word research in it was the key to
my success.

New real estate centers are popping up at other universi-
ties in Texas. The field is getting crowded as even indi-
vidual brokerages are now using the name, real estate
center, to piggyback on our reputation.

We are reassuming and reasserting our claim to our of-
ficial name: Texas Real Estate Research Center. The name
defines us properly as a research organization focused
on Texas and the needs of our business leaders and citi-
zens.

Texas + Research

Gary Maler
DIRECTOR
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WELCOME TO THE CENTER

Alfonso Martinez
Database Administrator

Alfonso came to the Center in 2020 from the Sandia National
Laboratory where he was a senior database engineer. Before that,
he worked at Keller Williams’ international corporate office sup-
porting their database technologies. A 24-year retired military
veteran, Alfonso’s first posting in the information systems career
field was as a computer mainframe developer with the U.S. Air
Force. He has also managed different database technologies sup-
porting Air Force projects and human resource research studies.

Dr. Adam Perdue
Research Economist

Adam came to the Center in 2020 from the University of Houston
Institute for Regional Forecasting where he studied the Houston
and Texas economies and real estate markets. He started his pro-
fessional career as a transportation engineer in Houston, then San
Antonio, before returning to the University of Houston to obtain
his economics graduate degrees. Adam is most interested in the
economic relationships between Texas cities and regions, the
distribution of economic activity within cities, and the impacts of
public policy on urban life and real estate.
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BY THE NUMBERS

TG, our flagship publication, is sent to nearly 189,000
subscribers. In January 2020, we shortened the name from
Tierra Grande and revamped the content in response to
reader feedback.

RECON

REAL ESTATE CENTER

RECON, our free, twice-weekly e-newsletter, is emailed
to nearly 20,800 subscribers seeking the biggest Texas
real estate news.

@recentertx

Followers: 5,819
Audience reached:

145,711

@recentertx

Followers: 20,391
Audience reached:
261,517

Real Estate Center

Subscribers: 1,013
Video views: 27,700

Our website is one of the quickest ways to get the real es-
tate information you need. Our busiest day was Monday,
Sept. 9, 2019, with 1,551 visitors.

REAL ESTATE CENTER

REDLONE

The Real Estate Red Zone is our award-winning pod-
cast for on-the-go real estate professionals. Our guests
include economic experts from around the state.

Real Estate Center

Followers: 3,195
Audience reached:

112,636

@recentertx

Followers: 1,495
Audience reached:

63,463

Our social media channels provide quick and easy access to our top research. Don’t take our word for it, though. Kori M. on
Facebook said, “nowhere else will you be able to get such up-to-date information on real estate and our Texas economy.”
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Gold Quill Award of Excellence

The International Association of Business Communicators’
(IABC) highest global award was presented to the Center for
the “Telling Our Story” annual report and popular calendar
combination. The Center now has six such awards.
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2020 1ABO Bronze Quill Award |
Communieaton Sls |
Publications ]

Tellng Our Story: REC 01819 |
Annual Report + 2020 Calendar
Real Estate Center Communications|

Bronze Quill Award of Excellence

The Real Estate Center's "Telling Our Story" Annual Report and
Calendar received a Bronze Quill Award of Excellence from
the International Association of Business Communicators
(IABC) - Houston Chapter.
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Silver Quill Award of Excellence & Silver Quill Award of
Merit

Both 7G magazine and the Center’s “Telling Our Story” annual
report + calendar received Silver Quill awards from IABC’s
Southern Region, consisting of 13 states and the Caribbean.

International Association
of Business Communicators

Southern Region

2020
HALL OF FAME

‘\David S.Jones, ABC

TABC 2020 Hall of Fame

Senior Editor David Jones was inducted into the IABC South-
ern Region Hall of Fame. He is just the third person to receive
the recognition. The lifetime achievement award recognizes
his half-century in business communications, including 45
years at the Real Estate Center.
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N PANDEMIC RESPONSE

Because of its severity and the uncertainty of its duration, the
COVID-19 pandemic caused an economic crisis unlike any the
Real Estate Center’s research staff had encountered before.

To gauge the impact the pandemic would have on Texas’
economy and real estate markets, Center researchers needed
to understand and measure the outcomes of a global economic
lockdown. They estimated new timely and reliable indica-

tors to measure the weekly progression of the economy and
housing markets, and they looked at alternative information
sources that would help paint a more complete picture of how
the economy is doing.

“Because this recession was caused by a health crisis, and
because recovery would depend on a range of factors, includ-
ing health policies and the public’s adherence to them, our
way of viewing economic downturns changed,” said Research
Economist Dr. Luis Torres. “Previous recessions and recover-
ies offered limited insight on how the economy and real estate
markets would respond to such extraordinary conditions.”

Perhaps most importantly, the research team recognized the
importance of not overreacting to rapidly changing conditions
and making hasty, potentially incorrect assumptions about the
future.

“Structural change takes time,” Torres said. “We observed that
the pandemic would accelerate changes already prevalent
before the pandemic—changes such as working remotely and
the growth of e-commerce.”

Work environments changed practically overnight in spring
2020, and the Center was quick to adapt. Chief Economist Dr.
Jim Gaines and his research staff were in high demand for
speaking engagements on Zoom, educational courses were
conducted online, and the Center began producing livestream
events capable of reaching people throughout Texas and be-
yond.

In 2021, the Center will continue investigating and analyzing
the pandemic’s effects on the economy and real estate markets,
working to anticipate trends that markets will face.
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For many readers, stunning photos of Texas landscapes are a hallmark of 7G. Nowhere is that more evident than on the
covers. This year’s cover shots, taken by JP Beato III, showcased the beauty of (clockwise from upper left) Mountain

Home, Brenham, Snook, and Big Bend.




They spoke. We listened.

In response to reader feedback, we made
some changes to our flagship magazine,
Tierra Grande. Starting with the January 2020
issue, they noticed:

The name. This is probably the first change
they noticed when their January issue ar-
rived. Tierra Grande now simply goes by 7G,
a nickname we’ve used in-house for years.

More targeted content. For agents and
brokers (and most of our subscribers are),
the magazine has a wider variety of articles
geared toward them.

New content. Speaking of agents and brokers,
we rolled out a new Q&A column explain-
ing common legal issues they may encoun-
ter. It is found on the last page of each issue.

"You took away my 'Takeaway'?" They are
happy to know we didn't. After receiving
the October issue, one astute reader noticed
our usual black boxes with a one-paragraph
summary were no longer at the end of each
article. Were they gone for good, she asked?
No, we simply moved them to the beginning
in hopes of catching more readers' eyes.
Same summarization, but new location and
no black box labeled "The Takeaway."

What didn’t change? The high-quality pho-
tos and design they enjoy and, most impor-
tantly, the reliable research they’ve come to
expect from the Real Estate Center.
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TESTIMONIALS

Once again the Real Estate
Center is leading the way with
amazing information about our
industry during these uncertain
times.

Mark Lehman
vice president of governmental affairs,
Texas Realtors, Austin

Thanks for writing the article on El Paso!
We are typically overlooked when it comes to real
estate in the state . .. yet El Paso is a vibrant market.
Thank you again for your wonderful article. Please

keep El Paso on your radar.

Linda Powers
The Powers Group

Thank you for all the re-
ports and analysis you share
with the real estate commu-
nity. As a Realtor and a real
estate investor, it is extremely
valuable information.

Leah Tremblay
Realtor, Cedar Park

ESTATE CENTER

Thank you so much
for your expert informa-
tion. These types of nuances
become amazing learning
opportunities and your input
is appreciated.

Elbert Wuthrich
WestMark Farm & Ranch

More rave reviews! Mark Gitter, the CFO of
GVTC Communications said your presentation at
their virtual 2020 annual corporate planning meet-
ing was the highlight of their conference. You are a

favorite speaker as you convey a compelling mes-
sage and outlook with a style that all can under-
stand and follow.

Lisa Blonkvist
Senior vice president, Morgan Stanley Wealth Management






